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fie Pournal of Belles msssten 


, ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


. Qur' attentive readers will remember No.1 
of a series of ‘papers signed “Simple,” which 
appeared some months since, froma young gen- 
tleman on, board. the United States ship Pea- 
wake the reception of the continuation was of 
coutse'delaved by the nature of the voyage, the 
vess#l touching at no intermediate port between 
Rio and Bombay. . We have a few more num- 
bers, which, detached as they are, will be found 
worthy of perusal; the writer halds a ready and 
accurate pen, which no doubt he will turn in 
fipet years to good account, for himself as well 
as for his country. 


No, I, 
U. S. Sarr Peacock, May, 1835, 


You can scarcely conceive the many things I had to 
jeara on enteting upon my new life on board ship—for it 
certainly is a new life. Had T becn told of all the little! 
matters annoying in their nature that,I might expect 
to encounter, 1, doubt whether I should have believed, 
andif E had believed, [ would have remained on shore. 

When I first came on, boatd, the first lieutenant told 
me I must sleep in a cot, and an officer standing by 
gaid, “let it be a large one, that you may be comforta- 
bie.” Three days were ‘allowed ‘me to make my pre- 
parations for sea; on the third I crossed Brooklyn ferry 
with all my baggage on a porter’s cart, and I was about 


; Tok aly see very soon; the ship a AL 

hammocks; yau' have only to.procure for yourself ma- 
tress-and bedding: Take my advice, and say nothing 
about your mistake, and I will hold my. torigte’ too, 
though I confess the joke is too good to be lost. Good 
morning, sir, good morning; and ho.'hurried:on board 
the ferry boat, laughing as he went. 

I immediately suspected ‘there was some trick about 
being. played on me, for I had read “ Peter Simple 3 
nevertheless, I determined to deposit my cot in a store, 
and go on board with my baggage, and if necéssaty, 
send for the “ soldier-like machine,” which had already 
become an offensive object in my sight. Still, I could 
not imagine any other piece of sleeping furniture under 
this namie, ‘and ‘was equally at a loss to know in what 
manner such a one should be secured when the ship got 
to sea. 

Immediately after pore Gaye on board to the 
first fieutenant, he directed a midshipman to order Mr. 
+, the sailmaker, te prepare a cot for: me, whichas- 
‘sured toe I had done right in leaving mine om stivto. 1 
was all ‘anxiety to see the article known on board ship 
by the name of cot; therefore I followed the sailmaker 
with my eye, and ‘found; it fe be afi oblong frame of wood | 
covered. with canvass, having sides and ends of the same. 
To each end of it are attached the clues, which are a 
number of cords, bearing iu their disposition some 1é- 
semblance to an open fan, the small end having airing 
in it, by: which it Zs suspended from)a hook, driven ina 
beam of the vessel. When hung up, it forms an:oblong 
canvass box, which yields ta every mation, and you are 
in no danger of, being tossed out. of it.. When I) saw.it 





proceeding up the street, when I met an officer-of' the all prepared and suspended, I did. not 'wonderat the 
ship, who stopped, and with a ‘look ‘of amazement and |lagghter of my ftiend, bat T felt under a cunstant appre. 


jeciilatity cried, “ What’ do you intend doing with that 


"That. is my cot ; and: it-is the largest 1 could find 
in New York you ‘told me @ large ‘cne would’ be most 
‘Gotufortible” said I, in'perfect simplicity. At this his 
‘cquntevance swelled, and at, last he.burst out, intoja 
Heartynugh, for which I was-atsa loss to account, ‘as 
Wy acquaintance with the gentleniati did not wattant 
him to take liberties} in fact, I felt disposed to be a 

le angry. 

The officer havitig eupjiressed his: laughter with 
eulty, ‘said, “My dent fellow, you must send that # 
cbf of yours back.” Flere he ad. baie and Fr asked 
why 1 must send it back. 

i Phen throw at in the; river, or. ‘th the pan or vd 
hy thing’ with it rather than carty’i it Oh, board ship, if 
You value your, peace, daring the cruise; it will be al 


cammission,” ./ 

.“ But what am I to do for FT ele 

“My friend laughed again most itnmoderately, and 
asked how I proposed to secure such a soldier-like ma. 
‘chine on board when the ship-shonld be ‘at: sea roling 
yeaah 

* now ‘began t to open my eyes, and easnintl willed, be 


| RAPHIAA leat he should tell the story, and my ignorance 


lor greenness become a jest for the whole steerage. 
However, he, has kept me thus: long under obligations 


altogether.“ It ‘is strange’ we shoikd be so’ fearful of be- 

ing laughéd at, and'Yot idle time away in the country, 
which, if properly employed, would enlighten us, on 
many subjects of which weoften find ourselves. ignofant. | 

Indeed I have found: great’ difficulty in telling thi¥ joke 
on myself, finding, as Rousseau says, “ Co n'est pas ce 
i qui, est-crimingl qui coute le mee? a, vdire, c'est .ce qui ‘est 
tidieule.et-honteuxs” 9:0! 6 ; 


the future,.avdJ fell into very few errors; it was soine 
time, hawever,-before I got tq be au fait.in the many 
little matters.,that are, peculiar. to a sea, life... f soon 


}becameé too cumming to. exposé imy- ‘ignorance, always 
* | waitiing patiently und obsessing atténtively, till T felt 


‘suite of ‘being correct before venturing \ a remark, 


‘To, me; who bad. spent ,but.a little time. on the. sea- 


}beard, and never had visited a man-of-war, the get- 


ting adder weigh was an'ekciting event. Every’ thing 
seemed: in a most chaotic confusion ; the officers gaye 
'théir-orders, the. midsbipmen repeated. them, the boat- 
swain wid-his, mates piped, the sailors ran. aloft and}. 





No. 15, PART 1.—apRiL 12, 


meant by a cot. 
836g 


> 


}down again on deck, the capstan was whirled round, the 


anchor was up, the sails were spread; we began to 
move, the leadsman cried “ by the deep, nine,” the quar- 
ter-master “dice, no hi her,” which a green middy in- 
terpreted “Christ, no ae her, ebhdering that such pro- 
fanity should be allowed,—io short we were standing,” 
that is, sailiog: down the -bay very fast, leaving New 
York enlightened by the rising sum. 2. es ea wilt 

» My head was all confusion, Icould not comprehend 
any thing of the various: movements around me. Yet 
away we went,. Passed Sendy Hook, and I vsdwstlie 
skies ‘kiss the ocean for’ thefirst time. “This thrilied 
me. J looked back on the receding shores'of my coulh- 
try, and I could have wept; but Hope !pointed:tethe 
océah, and I’ sighed farewell, farewelk 1 hurried below 
and wrote a hasty’ note, atid ‘felt like cramining-my 
whole‘ heart! into it,'and perhiaps; I wrote more waraily 
than I ever did before; as they'say’T uin very’cokd. - 

Tao ship began to rise and:sink as she-moted grtuce- 
fully over the bosom of the bourdlesd blue waters: 1 
was on deck again, and gave my hote to'tlie pilot, and 
then thought how much more I might have’ said, had I 
found: words to express my feelings, Oh, how gentle 
was the: breeze ahd how sunny’ was thé sky’ on that 
April morhing. But this baoyancy did not last long: "I 
gazed around me, and felt. in;a glow of admiration,— 
then my. head grew heavy,—I imagined a-string was 





by his«tilence, arid: Dschope he haw forgotten ‘the affair} 


This faux pas made me ‘eakp' a bright’ Toa out” for 3 


‘binding my temples; next came a hausea,—heavens! T 
would have giveh worlds for ¢ ‘permanent piece of 
firma to rest my legs upon. , |, bethought me of my cat, 
and requested that: it, might be hung up. The. reply. was 
a hearty lwagh;—“ You are very pale, 'you are only sea- 
sick, and your,cot cannot be got till after sunset.” Only 
sea-sick, thought I, as if that’ were not.enough. Never- 
theless I had not courage toacknowledge it, and said I 
was very unwell,—that: I ‘was ‘at sea, and’ they might 
faney my ‘indisposition to be sea-sickness,—=at wat 
all within bearing laughed heartily,. ta. Foil 

1 went below, and rolling myself in my cloak, aropped 
like a bunch of half-dressed flax inte a corner of the 
steerage, hoping to.get some relief, but in vain. Dinner 
‘was placed on the ‘table close to:me, and its fumes were 
tome disgusting. 1 peeped from my hiding-place, and 
loathed the very sight of the cheerful countenances ‘af 
the middies,’ swallowing quantities- of roast ‘beef and 
potatoes, and laughing at: the: fone emer 
conversation. They seemed to mé ar 
T The corners of my mouth fn 
stretched hensnalres downwards in, dingust ; T.started 
up, and with a groan hung my head over a” bucket. 
What a shout saluted sot font “ Give him hand 
pork, tied to a rope yarn,” cried one, and in a moment 
the odious: morsel was ag oereeie sen thee 
it,” said ‘another, “even if you are pee thr 
ofly’feject éne part of agg, Shee 
swallow ‘wianfully, and ‘you. will, be better.” Ob, 
inhuman brutes;+-not: a»epark of compassion: in. ‘their 
bosoms, -~pli would find the organ of destruc- 
tiveness largely developed ii their heads I ath siire, 

‘Escape seemed to be my cilyedaledsions: 96-1 bolted 





the moment I thought I might depart from the bucket 


— 
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in safety, and sought the upper deck, where the cool 
breeze somewhat revived me. I remembered having 
been told by a sea-faring doctor that sea-sickness was a 
nervous disease, for which cold water to the head was 
the best remedy ; so I applied it; and I thanked heaven 
for my memory, blessed the doctor for his sagacity, and 
laid my hand on my stomach and found all tranquil. 

Soon after sunset I reached my cot, and, blessings 
on cold to the head, awaked next morning quite myself 
in spite of the motion of the ship, and the din which 
awakened me. But my sheet is full, and people have 
such a horror of double postage, that I will give you the 
rest in my next. 

Smtr. 

P. S.—T hope you received my last from Rio Janeiro, 

and found it imtelligible. 8. 


—=— 
EDITOR’S TABLE. 


Joanna Baillie.—Our readers have now had 
a fair opportunity of testing their estimation of 
the power of Joanna Baillie as exhibited in her 
new dramas, and we have no doubt that every 
person of taste will agree with the editor of 
Blackwood’s Magazine in the sentiments ex- 
pressed in the annexed article from that journal. 
‘The four we have given, the comedy of * Enthu- 
siasm,’’ and the tragedy of “ The Separation”’ 
to succeed next week, are in our opinion the 
best; the six that remain, or a selection from 
them, will in all probability be inserted in the 
next volume of the.“ Library.” 


We had composed, with infinite pleasure and no pain, 

a New-Year’s-Day Address. to our beloved friends, and 
were glancing over it in type, with eyes unstartled by 
the most extraordinary errata, when a bulky parcel, di- 
rected by the well-known hand of our much respected 
Mr. Rees. himself, was deposited by a young gentleman 
in black on the board of green cloth, with a thud that 
made the ink sparkle from the mouth of the dolphin. 
Our first sheet is always the last to go to press; and our 
manuscript had so nicely filled the measure, that, like 
the Thames, or any other first-rate river, the article was, 
* without o’erflowing, full,” and we need not say so trans- 
lucent, that we could have seen the silver gravel shim- 
mering in the depth, had it not been for the reflected 
imagery of heaven. With a sure presentiment of the 
delightful, we seized our ivory paper-fulder, sharp as a 
case knife, and cut asunder the cords that confined the 
treasure. Strong sunshine was at the moment streaming 
through the old painted glass, that usually lets in a dim 
religious light upon us, sitting like a saint in his sanc- 
tum, and fell upon three volumes of dramas, by Joanna 
Baillie! We shoved the sheet aside, almost with scorn, 
and lifting one of them from the illumination, we pressed 
it to our heart, and then fell to such perusal of its-face, 
that our eye-beams, after dancing a while, became con- 
centred in a focus that seemed as if it would burn a 
hole in the boards. Ere long that passionate fit subsided; 
and well pleased to know that age had not deadened our 
enthusiasm, in sobered mood, and solemn, we set our- 
selves, with all our soul, to enjoy, afler: the lapse of so 
many years, a continuation of the series of plays on the 
ssions, All the sense, and all the nonsense that has 

n so well and so ill spoken and written about the 
theory of the illustrious poetess, we knew: had long sunk 
in the waters of oblivion; here was the completion of a 
plan which only the noblest genius could have conceived; 
and on laying down volume first, which we read through, 
from beginning to end, at one reclination, we felt teat 


Scott. was justified in linking her name with that of 


TC. 
Nay, do not start with supercilious brow ; for Shak- 
8 was but a man—though of men the most wonder- 
i—and what woman’s name wotld you, in poetry, 
ce above that‘of Joanna Baillie? What the Mighty 
i has said.of her, let no inferior spirit gainsay 3; 
and be assured that his judgment, rightly understood, is 
the truth, and has been confirmed by all the poets. “She 
has “worshiped at the templé’s inner shrine?’ and her 
revelations are those of a priestess, whose services and 
ministrations haye been accepted and consecrated by the 
spirit of nature. Dark and dreadful revelations they 
often are; for they are of the mysteries of the human 





heart, which is the dwelliag-place of sin, or by.sin often 


haunted at noon-day, when there are no visionary spec- 
tres. Bright and beautiful they often are, too; for the 
human heart has its angel visitants, and then itis like 
the heavenly region, and its pictured delight divine: 

Do you wonder how one mind can have such vivid 
consciousness of the feelings of another, while their cha- 
racters are cast in such different moulds? It is, indeed, 
wonderful—for the power is that of sympathy and genius. 
The dramatic poet, whose heart breathes love to all livin 
things, and whose overflowing tenderness diffuses itself} 
over the beauty even of unliving nature, may yet paint 
with his creative hand the steeled heart of him who sits 
on a throne of blood—the lust of crime in a mind pol- 
luted with wickedness—the remorse of acts which could 
never pass in thought through his imagination as his 
own. For, in the act.of imagination, he can suppress in 
his mind its own peculiar feelings—its good and gracious 
affections—call up from their hidden places those_ele- 
ments of his nature, of which the seeds were sown in 
him as in all—give them unnatural magnitude and power 
—conceive the disorder of passions, the perpetration of 
crimes, the tortures of remorse, or the scorn of that hu- 
man weakness, from which his own gentle bosom and 
blameless life are pure and free. He can bring himself, 
in short, into an imaginary and momentary sympathy 
with the wicked, just as his mind falls of itself into a 
natural and true sympathy with those whose character 
is accordant with his own; and watching the emotions 
and workings of his mind in the spontaneous and in the 
forced sympathy, he knows and understands from him- 
self what passes:in the minds of others. What is done 
in the highest degree by the highest genius, is done by 
all of ourselves in lesser degree, and, unconsciously, at 
every moment in our intercourse with one another. To 
this kind of sympathy, so essential to our knowledge of 
the human mind, and without which there can be neither 
poetry nor philosophy, are necessary a largeness of heart, 
which willingly yields itself to conceive the feelings and 
states of others, whose character of feeling is unlike to 
its own, and the freedom from any inordinate overpower- 
ing passion, which quenches in the mind the feelings of 
nature it has already known, and places it in habitual 
enmity to the natural affections and happiness of other 
men. ‘To paint bad passions is not to praise them: they 
alone can paint them well who hate, fear, or pity them ; 
and therefore Baillie has done so far better than Byron. 


Tenacity of Life in Man.—The annexed cu- 
rious, and, to some possibly, horrible facts, we 
have extracted from a series of * Stray Facts in 
Natural History,” furnished by a correspondent 
of the London Mirror. It.is very well that such 
physiclogical facts should be investigated, and 
their results:'be made known. 


Once upon a time, ufter some consideration upon a 
subject, to the positive knowledge of which we could 
not possibly attain, we did venture to introduce the fol- 
lowing passage into a story; and we quote it here, be- 
cause it forms an appropriate opening to this, our last 
“stray fact,” which will be found amply to confirm our 
idea :-— : 
“Js there a dream in life, so dark, so dread, f 

As that of those; who know themselves, the Dead! 

Horrible. knowledge ! so, the soul’s chief seat,,. 

Instinct with sense, and warm with vital heat, | 

(Ere its sad tenant be dislodg’d) must feel 

When rais’d fresh reeking from the héadsman’s steel; 

Dimly, its sinking, dark’ning eye-balls see 

The stir of life ; it hears, but cannot. flee 

From shameful insult; whilst its agonics 

Are visible, of horror, pain, surprise ; 

*Tis speechless, yet would speak’! the lips move slow ; 

It feels, and shudders from the keen death-blow— 

It lives,—ah, horrible ! to know it can : 

No more hold dear companionship with man.” 

: tl Campanaro. ’ 

“ A memoir, (says the Court Journal for 1833, p. 664,) 
has recently been presented to the Academy of Sciences, 
on the subject of death by decollatiun, which will cause 
an investigation to take piace, under the authority of 
Messrs. Majendie and Flourens. Guillotin, the inventer 


of the guillotine, as well as several other distinguished 
physiologists, was of opinion that no physical suffeting 
attends the: act of decapitation. _Sne, Sommering, and 
Castel, entertain different. views.” (Here follows a se- 


ries of experiments upon animals, whose sufferings, after 
the loss of their heads, seem to be extreme.) “M 
professor of physiology at Genoa, having producéd at 


5 


ojou, 


guillotine, states, that having exposed two p 
pag tip hour after, decoll sen, ts a str ee | 
the eyelids closed suddenly. The tongue, whieh? ~ & 
truded ‘from ‘the ‘lips, being ‘pricked with a tieedle. w 
drawn back into the mouth, and the countenance . 
froneed sudden pain.| The: head of a criminal nay 
illier, being submitted to examination after the pail 
tine, the head turned in every direction froin whe 
he was called by name. A report hitherto treated 
fabulous, may therefore be believed,—that when 
executioner gave a blow on the face to Charlotte Co 
day’s head, the countenance expressed violent indiggs. 
tion. Fontenelle asserts, that he has frequently, segy_ 
the heads of guillotined persons move their lips; and hig” 
memuirs contains many other apparently incredibk 
but equally well authenticated facts. Siveling declare 
that by tuuching the spinal marrow, the most horril, | 
demonstrations of agony succeed, * *. * It appearson | 
the present showing, that the guillotine is the m F 
cruel mode of destruction ever yet devised; sincd m 
limit can be placed to the agonies of death after ile 
operation.” 2 
_The late Mr. Matthews, we believe, (not. the come. 
dian,) in his Diary of an Invalid, mentions having | 
present.at an execution in France, by the guillotine, jy 
which he says, the head being held up to the execratigg 
of the people, by the executioner, he plainly distinguished 
on the countenance, the expression of the emotions 
pain, anger, astonishment, and horror! (We have’ rf 
the book by us to quote Mr. M.’s exact words, but % | 
member being singularly borrified by the account.) | 
A young and beautiful Vendean heroine, who had 
thrown herself upon the protection of General Marceay, 
was, with himself, (for affording her that protection) 
condemned to death. He had saved the life of one, why 
in turn saved his: “mais les larmes de Marceay 
purent sauver Ja jgune infortunée de la fureur dey 
juges, qui étaient dignes de servir un maitre tel que Re 
bespierre, * * * Ces juges firent arracher la belle ¥ 
déenne de l’asile oX) Marceau I’avait cachée.” ™ 
demned,” the account goes on to say, “at the age of | 
seventeen to die, she confided her portrait to a friend, 
offer to the warrior,. whose pity and whose featary 
were too deeply engraven on her heart. On going | 
execution, she placed between her lips an artificial tog 
with which, one day, the hand of Marceau had om 
mented her beautiful hair. The executioner showed har 
hea after it was cut off, when the frightened peophe | 
believed that she vomited blood ; but it was the rom 
which the yet animated mouth clenched with gn 
of the teeth, (grincemens,) in the convulsions of 
This horrible image ever pursued the hero, and when be | 
recalled it, grief suspended his recital, and he shed. 
burning tears of indignation.” But, besides these i 
stances of life, passions, and consciousness, in the : 
man. head when severed from the body, and cithi| 
experimented upon, or displayed to the multitude, ie 
bereaved trunk has been known to start upright wil 
the board to which it was strapped, and even ‘to wal 
some steps on the scaffold. ; 
The following circumstance has never been publish 
but it is perfectly authentic. A few years since, a.gr 
criminal was to be guillotined at Abbeville, and a very” 
worthy man, a glazicr, (one of the freres dela Charly, 
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. | whip see to the burial of malefactors and others who Hit 
, |nobody beside’ to give them decent interment, wi 


remuneration,) sought, and obtained from the propers | 
thorities the favour of undertaking, at his own expense, 
the burial of the condemned. The kind brother 
on the scaffold with a coffin, ready to reccive the’ 
so soon as the head was taken off, (every, one 
that decapitation by the guillotine is instantaneous 
which, when done, it was immediately unstrapped from 
the board, thrown into the chest, whose lid was pil 
wn, but stened, and our frére de la Charilh 
ring his barthen on his shoulder, set off with ® 
through the Place, de where, the execution took 
place, and which was a tolerably spacious area, to Ui) 
place where he prepared it for interment.—This wor 
brother was glazier,.at the period, to the gentle 
then resident in France, from whom we have the 
dote, and told him voluntarily, “that the trank of 
guillotined criminal kicked so yjolently whilst he | 
carrying it through the square, that he thought the’ 
of the coffin would have been kicked off, or the botte 
out.” nag 
These horrible, and to us, most plainly speaking, ei 





camstanees, will, probably, in these sceptical days, & 

by certain: philosophers, attributed solely to “ 

motion ;”—a favourite theory with some individuals, bi 
to us far indeed from satisfactory; since who can cer 
tainly know that life is extinct—sensation and com 
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Paris a systom of investigation of the results of the 


sciousness quite gone,—as soon as the héad is sep 
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?—Who shall,certainly affirm that the 
oe a sentient soul from its mortal tenement, 
immediately takes place upon the severing of the spinal 
marrow? No one; for no one who asserts it has ever 
been guillotined ; and no.decapitated sufferer has ever 
been able to tell the unsaffering spectator, (though his 
lips may have moved to do it,) what an eternity of 

y of which he little dreams may be endured, for the 
first quarter of an hour after execution !—M. L. B. 


“ The Political Economy of Railroads, in 
which the new mode of Locomotion is consi- 
dered in its influence upon the affairs of Na- 
tions,” is the title of a’ new and very curious 
book, just issued in London by a Mr. Henry 
Fairbairn. It is among the very extraordinary 
books of the age, the more extraordinary that 
it was not published in America rather than 
Europe; in its crazy yet methodical thinking, 
it bears a strong family likeness to a little vo- 
lume published some time back in Pittsburgh, 
which we noticed at considerable length ; its 
author had invented all sorts of ‘methods of 
ameliorating the condition of man; he would 
make the waves of the sea communicate motion 
to machinery on land; would work steam en- 
gines by the action of the rays of the sun 
through lenses, and store up motion “ by cer- 
tain contrivances,’ for those days when the 
sun was obscured; he would remove’ moun- 
tains by simple methods, and projected “ float- 
ing islands” all the way from New Orleans to 
Liverpool and India, with. “ fish preserves” 
sufficient for our whole population. In like 
manner, Mr. Fairbairn hints at the shallowness 
of the Atlantic ocean, ‘‘ between the western 
coast of Ireland and the coast. of ‘Newfound- 
land, which does not carry an average depth of 
more than thirty-five fathoms, the distance’ be- 
ing twelve hundred miles. In this age,” con- 
tinues our author, “nothing can be presumed 
to be founded upon such a circumstance in the 
patural history of the sea; but in anticipation 
of the wonders of futurity, the shallowness of 
the ocean between these islinds.and the conti- 
nent of America, may be worthy of being point- 
es 

In the foregoing paragraph: Mr. Fairbairn 
evidently alludes to. the possibility of a railroad 
across the Atlantic, to supersede the new steam 
ship company’s conveyances... We like it much 
better than either a.tunnel or a series of islands, 
but should not object to all the projects, as com- 
petition would reduce the cost of the’ journey, 
and ladies could choose the route léast likely 
to occasion sea-sickness. ra To) CRAG 

But let us examine Mr. Fairbairn’s more se- 
rious projects, that if they be practicable in our 
time, America, now inoetlated with the rail- 
road fever, may be able to avail herself of the 
advantages proposed, or with her usual avidity 
for improvement, advance upon her older rival; 
he proposes that all the leading turnpike roads 
in England shall, by way of commencement, be 
converted into railroads, leavifig the middle for 
coaches'as at present, removing the hedges on 
one side to procure the requisite width. Over 
these side ways another railroad is to be erect- 
ed on arches, with a boarded way similar to 
those in bridges. “In time. the centre of the 
turnpike should also be converted into rail- 
ways, with others ‘overhead ; thus all leading 


, Toads woul! have at least cight lines, four of 


which would be hung. in the air. 

_ He would have Dover Cliffs dug out and cast 
into the sea; set the French to filling up also, 
and make the intervening channe) between the 





two countries only ten miles in extent; this 
could be bridged by a causeway, or by a sus- 
pension bridge with drawbridges, or, as our 
Pittsburg friend says constantly in his book, 
by any “other cheap and practicable mode.” 
Go ahead we must, thinks this practical man, 
and not being particularly wedded to flights in 
the air, he has no objection to tunneling under 
this short ten miles :— 

‘A tunnel,’’ quoth he, “ could be construct- 
ed from the extremities of the two harbours 
proposed, and would be therefore only ten miles 
long. Also, buildings similar to lighthouses 
might be erected in the channel, through which 
shafts might be opened for the purpose of pro- 
ceeding with the excavation from,a number of 
points simultaneously; and these also might be 
left permanently open to light: and ventilate the 
work. It is'to be observed in favour of this 
mode, that the chalk of which the substratum 
is. composed, is soft of excavation, and would 
beat all times dry,—no springs being ever 
found by the geologists below the superior sur- 
face of the chalk.” 

The chalk, too, might be sold to the Ameri- 
cans, who have little of their own, if the rail- 
road was first constructed to Newfoundland. 
The resemblance to the Pittsburg book be- 
comes remarkably exact in the following para- 
graph :-— . 

“ Navigable rivers, canals, and all other 
modes of conveyance. by water, will now be 
utterly laid void. For, not the Thames alone, 
but the Shannon, the Mississippi, the St. Law- 
rence, and all the other great navigable streams, 
will now be deserted for the land. Let Father 
Thames then die.” 

By way of connecting Scotland and Ireland, 
a railroad should be constructed “ across the 
Irish Channel, from. Portpatrick to near Do- 
naghadee ;” and this in preference to a tunnel, 
which would have to encounter “ the obstacle 
of ninety-eight fathoms” in the mid-channel. 
Here we think Mr. Fairbairn might have stop- 
ped ; but what we object to is, that he has seen 
fit. to: invade America, and is disposed to 
threaten the Mississippi and St. Lawrence, like 
the Thames, with annihilation. He next jumps 
to ascheme of connecting the Mediterranean 
with the Red. Sea, by a canal with iron sides 
and bottom: But he says :— 

_. Should the project of a canal be abandoned, 
and a railway be the ultimate mode of achiev- 
ing this pass, then the marine railway. becomes 
first worthy of consideration ; for, could vessels 
be raised’ upon a railway and transpotted by 
locomotive steam engines across the isthmus, 
that assuredly would be the best mode of ac- 
complishing the work. bs ® 

‘« Failing the marine railway, a common rail- 
toad for wagons would still effect a most exten- 
sive saving of time, hazatd, and expense, as 
compared to the doubling of the Cape of Good 
Hope. -A wagon might be then shipped at 
Bombay, and unloaded at Suez, passing thence 
to Alexandria, and again shipped for the port 
of Marseilles, and upon the railroad.to England 
direct. Thus. would this wagon and its con- 
tents be conveyed from Bombay to London, 
without being unloaded, in about fifteen days.” 

All these schemes ‘Mr. F. deems practicable 
and of ready execution, even’ without the help 
of stock companies. ,]s it or is:it not that the 
writer is only a few years in advance of his-eo- 
temporaries?. We \pretend not*to decide; if 
five years since any person had detlared that 





steam boats would, in the winter of 1835-36, 
have worked their way through ‘the ice of the 
Delaware when it was two feet thick, a feat 


actually performed, would they pot have been 
considered as quite as visionary as we, how View 
Mr. Henry Fairbairn, who has the honour to be 
the first to seriously hint at a locomotive run- 
ning from Europe to America ? 


Fieschi has, been for some time the great 
lion of Paris. ;.Galigneni says :—** At a recent 
sitting of the chamber of peers, a person handed 
to Fieschi an album,.in which his own Jikeness 
was sketched, and requested, him to write.some- 
thing under it. Fieschi wrote ‘I think myself 
very ugly,’ and signed his, names Before the 
close of the sitting, twenty louis were offered 
for the drawing, or rather for the autograph.” 

Fossil Remains.—Some. American specula- 
tors have. Jately sold at auction in London, a 
large quantity of fossil remains; the prices of a 
number of the lots are reported in the. London 
Literary Gazette of Feb, 20th, We make room 
for the following :-— 


Among the extensive purchasers were the British Mu- 
seum, the College of Sur, {the Bristol Enstitution, 
and Lord Cole. Some of the more remarkable lots 
brought high prices ; for one in particular, described in 
the catalogue as “ The cranium, with two perfect molar 
teeth, and sockets for two more; length from octiput 
to end of sockets of tusks, 36.inches, exclasive ‘of por- 
tion of socket broken off; diameter across at orbit 13 
inches, girth at occiput 57, inches; girth, ways 83 
inches; weight 175 lb. a grand specimen,” the British 
Museum gave 1471. : 

Lot 14. A fine specimen of a molar ‘tooth, with four 

rocesses, of the Great Mastodon, nearly perfect, 41. 4s. 
College of Surgeons. eS 

19. A fine molar tooth of the lower jaw, very perfect, 
31. 38. Lord Cole. > 

25. A fragment of the left side of the upper jaw, with 
two fine and moderately perfect molar teeth, 416s. The 
British Institution. ’ 

29. A molar tooth, with four denticuli, 3/. 5s,. The 
British Museum. S 

33. An ulna of extraordinary size, and very perfect at 
the upper extremity, thirty inches in| ath, 6 “The 
College of Surgeons,,; 1) © 3) i. t 

45. Two specimens of. tibia, right and left, very per- 
fect, each twenty-three inches in length, 5/.10s. The 
College of Sargeons. = * % 

48. A body of a femur, very perfect, thirty-six inches 
in length, 14/. The College of Su 

49, The right and left side of the pelvis of the same 
individual, very perfect, each portion thirty-one inches 
in length, 101. |The College of Surgeons. 

50: A gigantic specimen ofthe sacrum, 61. ‘The Col- 
lege of Surgeons:' ' we 49 ¥ ot" 

125. Two sides of a lower jaw of the Mammoth, each 
containing two grinders, 91. .The College of Surgeo: 

126. The upper jaw, with palate end two molar teeth 
very perfect,'8/. 8s. The College of Sarpedan 

139.- Portion ofthe skull, with the upper jaw, con- 
taining a large grinder quite perfect, with part of the 
sockets for the tusks, 12I. 12s. College of Surgeons. 


Among the. pamphlets on our table we have 
one in Spanish from our consul at Panama, 
containing the views of Col. Charles Biddle, as 
communicated to “ the Society of the Friends 
of the Country,” relative to a communication by 
canal or railway between the Atlantic and Paci- 
fic, across the isthmus of Darien. . It is accom- 
panied by a map of the elevations on the route. 
It is to he hoped so important a public improve- 
ment will not be suffered to sleep. is pam- 
phiet shows to ibe Phitedeleang ree of _ 

uctions of the Phila ‘press, being infe. 
era exces td the piinptels priate he 
in, Dr..Franklin’s younger.days..« 5; . ..., 

. Dr. Lieber’s inaugural address, delivered in 
South Carolina College, before: his Excellency 
the Governor and the Legislature of the State, 
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exhibits ‘the marked, deiects of the author's 


style. “On ‘the Classical ‘Tongues, and the 
a e8 f' their Stud¥,” before the same ‘bo- 
dies, b ids ‘Ws Stuart; professor of Greék and 


Rowan fiatatire.”” ‘Neither of these pamphlets 
do ‘much credit to their authors. Mr. Stuart) p, 
says, “ We have now showed that the study" of 
language is most important for its discipline of 
mental faculties.” Dr. Lieber declares, “ As 
we are abler to judge,” &c. ; “ I trust Tam too 
well Kriown to you, géritlemen, that 1 shdtild ‘be 
obliged ‘to’ ‘gard’ againat ‘a misunderstanding,” 
&e. Wiiy' not have p¥ofésdors t6 teath Eriglish 
to thie’ professéts'o of Geek ' and ‘politicw! eco- 
non” 

Teo. Lewis Clss's discourse prbiiouieed 
at the ‘Capitol ‘of the United Statés, before ** the 
Amerituit Historical Society,” last Jangary,' isa 
very different affiir ; it is marked by good’sehse, 
a philosophical apitit, and an ardent love of 
country.’ Ffe ufges the propriety of increasing 
the library of congtess, a! subject ‘on’ which the 
most méerediblé etonomy is exercised, when it is 
considered that the treasury is itt so prosperous 
a state, .i'he gery excellent objects of this histo- 
rical society ard ta: disepver,; procure, and -pre- 
serve whutéver’ may relate to the natural, civil, 
literary, and ecclesiastical History of ‘America in 
general, ; and. of the.United States in particular. 
Washinghen i is in. some respects.a good point to 
attain the “objects of the association ; members 
of conig?8se'(Fom all points will we trust become 
correspondents, and concentrate with this asso- 
ciation doeuments,which would otaewise: be last. 

Ge l Survey»——Governor Ritner hasap- 
pointed Professor Henry Dr. Rogers to make 
the geological survey of the state of Pennsylvania; 
it is thus placed in excellent hands. 


Sir Isaac Newton.—it.\3 pleasing to observe} B. A 


that public opinion seems adverse to the asser- 
tions tirade by the Londun Quarterly Retiew in 
regard to the good faith and temper of Sir Isaac 
Newton in, his: relations, with Flamsteed. the 
astronomer. The Rev. Mr. Whewell’s pamphlet 
has worked Suatiacedy change, notwithstand- 
ing the note'Tn ‘the ‘last Quarterly which would 
impugn his conclusions. From the first we gave 
it as an opinion that the Reviewer. was not 
impartial ; he rather took the course so commonly 
pursued by pendy and two penny papers, which 
would, promulgate any untruth, provided it, has 
the effect of attracting aitention to,their pablica- 
tions; @ colirsé; We are veorry to “say, but-too 
common. ; 

It is ‘Said ‘that Cééper, tie novelist, has a Work 
in press, eniitled “ Recollections of a, Residence 
ia: Switzerland.” 


A Comparison of Speed. ‘eit French scigntific joyrnal 
statos that the orditary rate’ is per edond i— 


Of'amaniwalking 1+ 5 4 fect. 
Of 2 good, horge im harness 12 

Of a rein- fey! ina sledge onthe ice . 26 

Of an English race-horse : os 

Ofa hate’, . a 

Of a good shiling ship é SOT ED au 
Of the a : ‘to Harts B25 , Hit 
Of sou » "1038. 

Ofa der caption. » bel . 1300 | 

Of thie wens hich, so divided, rcturhs in, 


toépate - 1300’ 
Quickileen +A: imine: bf Jiquid quicksilver lias) been 
sein mb A the same spot a vein of gold 
was PORE PEPTL bat, it was not rich enough to pay | —— 
for fees se43 
Chinese.—M. ome er Roars who ‘lived’ at’ Pékth 
for ars a jor-domo to\the Datch hm. 


try ner that the Chinese. aad 
et drt 


‘| Present. “Edited by Mériiin Bokum, Instructor in Har- 
| vard University. 
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List of new books published in London to latest 
“dates. 


“On Fosdvity, its Nature, Causes, and Cure, by W. B. 
Neville, of Earl's Court House, 8vo. Modern Accom. 
plishmenté, ‘or March of intellect, by Miss C. Sinclair. 
The Poetical Worksief the Rev. Thomas Dale, M..A. 8vo. 

Ben Brace, the ant of Nelson’s Agamemnons, by Capt. 
Ciainie, R, N, 3 vols, post 8vo. ‘The Diamond loriet, 
equaré 24mo. ‘The Lik and Voyages of Captain Cook, 
by the Rev. George Young, 12mo. Mountain Melodies, 
&e,; by: Thomas Eagles, 8vo..: The Chronology of the 
Old Testament, by George Skene, J8mo. Cressingham 
Rectory Conversation, by Eliza Anne Hendry, 12mo. 
The Journal ‘of ‘the 1até Rev. George Milward, 120. 
The! Life and Poems! of Cowper, by R.. ‘Southey, Esq. 
Vol. I... ‘The Original, by Thomas Walker, M. A. 2d 
te 8yo,. pone server, by Charlotte Repel 

mo. Man’s mpanion in the or 
18mo, Bh 24 Waleing Hy x Growth in Grace, }2mo. 
The Scéptic, find other’ Poems, ‘by' Leigh Cliffe, 12:no. 
Scénesin Craven, by the Rev. ‘J. L. Armstrong, 18mo. 
The Bride's. Melody, or Songs within the Veil, by the 
Rev. J. W. Tomlinson, A, M. 12mo. Sketches by 
“ Boz,” 2 vols. post 8vo., with Sixteen Illustrations, by 
George Cruikshank. Perspective Rectified, or the Prin. 
ciples arid A pptication Détonstisted, by A. Parsey;with 
Sinteen Plates, 4to. 


In the Press, London. 


The Doctrine of Atonement and Sacrifice, evinced 
from. the Scriptures; and confirmed from the Sacra. 
ments;, Errors, Considered and Difficulties of Theists 
and Infidels Removed, by John Whitley, D. D., author 
of “The Scheme, &c. of Prophecy.” The Reliques of 
Father Prout, late P. P. of Watergrasshill, in the county 
of Cotk, Ireland; collected and arranged by Oliver Yorke, 
illustrated by Alfred Croquis. ‘The Life of John Webb, 
late Bishop of Limerick, &c., with a Selection from his 
Letters, by the Rev. C. Forster, B..D. formerly Domestic 
Chaplain to Bishop Jebb. The Greek Pastoral Poets, 
Theocritus, Bion, and Moschus, by M. J. Chapman, M.A. 
The Elements of Latin Grammar, for Schools, by Rich- 
ard Hiley, author of an “ English Grammar,” &e, . The 
Dramatic Works of Thomas Middleton; now first: :col- 
lected, edited, with Notes, &c., by the Rev. A. Dyce, 


— 


Dew American Publications. 


Sacred History of the Deluge,.illustrated and corro- 
borated by Tradition, Mythology and Geology scope? 
to courses of Scripture study in Colleges and hi 
Seminaries, and tu general use. By Francis’ Fello és, 
A. M..-With an- Essay, by the Rev.C. Colton, Di D.,/of 
Bristol College, {1 vol. Philadelphia : Key & Biddle, 

‘An Impartial Exposition of the Evidences and, -Doe- 
trines of the Christian Religion. Addressed to the better 
édaduted classes of society. By J. M'Culloh, jr., M. D., 
author of “ Researches, Philosophical and Antiquarian, 
concerning the Aboriginal History of America.” Balti- 
more ; Armstrong. &, Berry. , 

The Lady's Gift, or Woman as she ought to be. By 


Lea & Blaticherd. 
The Aniericam Trayeller, or Guide through the U hited 


principa towns, canals, rail roads, &c., with tables of 
distances, br stages, canal and steam boat routes. The 
whole alphabetically arranged, with direct references 
to the accompanying map of the roads, carials-and: rail> 
ways of, the Usited States, Second edition, | By H. S. 
Tanner., Published by. the author, Shakspeare Buildings. 

The Stranger’s Gift, a Christmas and New Year's 


Boston—Light & Hotton. 
Rienzi, the lastiof thd Tribunes, by Balwer—new and 


juny Of i 


Mar. 27,—Mre. Ann Barfinger, Raleich, N.C. 
+ 28,— Mis. Isabeli C. Heister, Millmont, Pa. 
Apr. \1,+-Joseph Williams, ‘Rochford P, O., N.C. 
Mar. Mrs. General Forman, Cecilton, Ma. 
Cadet Wm. Ref Irvin, West Point, N. ¥. 
Feb: 29,—John Lea, Bolivar, 
Mor. 12\_Dr. J. H. Walker, Columbus, A. Ty. 
1 7+Wrmi E: Ballard, Coffeeville, Mi. 





62d aa ott x working, their | —— 


Jane Kinderly Stanford, author of * The Stoic.” Cateys|' ; 


States, containing brief notices of the several cities, | .. 


CONNECTICUT. 

New Haven, Herrick '& Noyes, 
Hantrorb, Roderick White. 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


George Venables. 
Georgetown, R. Cruikshanks. 
Axnexanpria, W. Morrison. 
GEORGIA. 
Aueusta, T. H. Plant. 
‘Savannan, W..T). Williams. 
KENTUCKY. ae 
Lexincton, John w. Trambull; 
Louisvitie, W, F, Tannehill. 
LOUISIANA. __, 
an ss SF mM. ‘Beh, P.M. 
MAIN : 
Rome Duren & Thatcher. ; 
MARYLAND. 
Battimore, Wm. J. Broadfvot. 
Annapouis, J. Greene, P. M. 
CamurinceE, C. Lecompte, P. M. 
Darnestrown, [I.. W. Candler: 
MASSACHUSETTS, 


OHIO. 


Alexander Flash. 
:,, Covumaos, J..N, Whiting. ; 
Maomeg, John EB. Hunt, P, M. 
Srevsenvitte, J. & B. Turnbull. 


PENNSYLVANIA, 
. Maven Cuunk, William H. Sayre: J 
Lancaster, Thomas Feran. 
_ Easron, A. H, Reeder. . 
Porrsvitte, B. Bannan. 
Montrose, W. EL, Post; P. M, 
Vora, D.Small;.Pi M: 


_ Cuai RG, Matthew Smith,;,, ,., 
. io eno W. Sturdevant, 
RHODE ISLAND, . 
Provipence, A. 8. Beckwith. 
SOUTH CAROLINA’ vou) i 
Cuarceston, John P..Beile,,. 
Campen, A. Young, 
Corumsia, B. D. Plant. 
Somrenvitie, H. Hiynesworth. 
TENNESSEE}: 


VIRGINIA. 


Ricmmonp, Rz D. Saixiy. 


Prrerssvurc, Adrian Bourdon. 
Lyxcnupure, A. RB.) North. 
Portsmoutu, U.H, Forbes & Co. 
Freperickspore, John Coakley. 
Coanwaty,; U; C. Duncan M'Donell 
Toronto, J. Ballard. 


Hamitton, James Ruthven & Co, 
Saersrookt, FE. C. Allen. 
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— ‘les Back, B lillsborough , O. 


Sr. Jouns, Alexander Robertson. 
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Cinctnnati, Corey & Fairbanks,. Moses 


ZANESVILLE, Adam Peters—Uriah Parke. 
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Brockvittr, Wm. Bewell, Jr. & Co. . 
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Bostoy,, W. H, S. Jordan. re 
Worcester, Clarendon Harris. - 
MISSISSIPPI. itis 
Natcarz, F. Beaumont. , Loa 
Granv Gutr, William M. Smyth ag 
MISSOURI. ie 
Sr. Louis, Meech & Dinnies. t 
NEW. JERSEY. : 
Trenton, D. Fenton & B: Davenport. ne 
Satem, J. M. Hannah. oY: 
Princeton, R. E, Hornor. ig 
NEW YORK, Lael 
New Yon, Peter Hill, 94 Broadway. aa 
West Pour, J. H. Holt. logit 
Hupson, P. Dean Carrique: a 
Ausany, W. C: Little. LON RA 
Rocuesrer, C, & M. Morse. . id. of i 
Utica, Wm. Williams. et . 
Borrato, A. Wilgus. is para re 
Scueneeravy, Samuel Andrews. nije Pippa i 
NORTH CAROLINA. +! | 900g 
Rawson, Turner & Hughesso3!):: at aged 
P.iymoutH, William A. ‘Turner, P, M. wish 
Faverrevit.e, J. M. Stedman, 1100 sala 
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